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Acts: Word-Shaped 
Discipleship: How the Word of 
God Shapes the People of God 
Acts 18:23 — 19:10 

2 Timothy 3:1-17 

Water Shapes The River 

Did you know that it is water that shapes the river? It may be easy to assume that the river 

banks dictate where the water will flow, that it is in fact the river that shapes the direction the 

water flows. But it is water that carves a path toward the sea, continually reshaping the land-

scape as it flows. 

As it is in nature, so it is with us. As it is the riverbank that compromises its position in the 

face of the continual stream of water, so it is that our lives compromise their position in the 

face of the continual stream of cultural influences we face. 

If a photo could be taken of your life, each year over 25 years, what would the result show? 

Each of us are being moulded and shaped by what we are immersed in. 

So it must be asked: What should shape us as followers of Jesus? What should shape us as a 

church? 

Paul’s Instruction to Timothy 

Before we move over to our passage in Acts, I want to pull back from how Paul and his team 

acted, and show you why they acted that way. Behaviour always flows from belief. Or as 

Jared Wilson recently said, “You can have right behaviour without right belief, but not vice 

versa.” 

2 Timothy 3:1-17 

I want to give you a quick overview of this important passage by just zooming in on the com-

mands Paul gives Timothy here. There is a lot of significant truth here, but all of it acts to form 

a foundation for three things Paul wants Timothy to do. 



2

Three Commands 

1. Know This (v1): What is it that Paul wants Timothy to know? We don’t have to guess, the 

rest of verse one tells us: “Know this, Timothy: Hard times will come. Why will these hard 

time come? He tells us that as well: Verses 2-5, and then 6-9 tell us that the hard times 

will come because of the type of people that Timothy will be surrounded by, people who 

may influence him, shape him. Here’s a summary of Paul’s description: 

- People with an empty character (2-4) 

- People with an empty faith (5a) 

- People with an empty religion (7) 

Then, sandwiched right in the middle of this description sits our second command: 

1. Avoid these people (v5b): In a world where the dominant message is tolerance, this com-

mand cuts across the grain. Avoid these people. Why? Because Paul knows that we are 

shaped by the people we join ourselves to. It’s why in his letter to the Corinthians he says, 

“Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness 

with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?” (2 Cor 6:14) Timothy, 

know this: hard times are coming, and it’s not because you’ll be surrounded by people 

who’ll make your life uncomfortable, it will be hard because we’re prone to become like 

those we surround ourselves with. 

So what should Timothy do? How should he counteract the ‘drift’? That’s Paul’s third com-

mand: 

1. Continue in what you’ve learned and firmly believed (v14): The lesson to be learnt here 

is this: It isn’t to resist being shaped, instead, it is to choose what you will be shaped by. 

In Timothy’s case (and I would argue that this is Paul’s idea for how any follower of Jesus 

should be shaped) it is these two forces that should be at work in his life. 

- “You know those who taught you” (10ff, 14b). You can listen to a sermon online, but 

you can’t be the church online. You can listen to a worship band through your head-

phones, but you can’t contribute to your brothers faith by raising your voice and re-

minding those around you of the glory of God and wonder of the gospel. Hard times 

are coming, in fact, they’re already on us—choose who will shape you. 

- “You know the Scriptures” (15-17). The Bible isn’t a textbook that you have to memo-

rise for the final exam, it is ‘wisdom for salvation’, it’s a sacred text through which 

God speaks. I’m not sure we grasp that on most days. This isn’t just some other book, 

it’s not even just an important book—this is the Word of God Almighty! This book is 

the ‘breath’ of God, the substance of who God is marked indelibly in a book (just as 

he ‘breathed’ onto a lump of clay and made man in his own image). We have been so 
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busy arguing about which translation is best, or if we should use digital or paper, that 

we have forgotten something—the God of the universe spoke! He spoke ‘then’, but 

because I have this (Bible), it means he speaks now! And when he speaks, it’s for our 

good—it is ‘profitable’. 

* Teaching (that is the way to go) 

* Rebuking (you’ve strayed from the path) 

* Correcting (how to get back on the path) 

* Training in righteousness (how to stay on the path) 

Paul’s Example to Timothy 

Taking what we know about why Paul and his team behaved a certain way, let’s turn back to 

Acts and see how he put this into action. 

Acts 18:23 — 19:10 

Paul and his team were profoundly Word-focused in their ministry. The two primary forces 

that were shaping the world through these early years of Christian expansion were un-

doubtably the Spirit of God and the Word of God—it was (and still is) a partnership that not 

even the gates of hell can prevail against—it was (and still is) how Jesus builds his church. 

- TEACHING: (Acts 18:23) 

- REBUKING: (Acts 18:28) 

- CORRECTING: (Acts 18:24-26, 19:1-7) 

- TRAINING: (Acts 19:8-10)


